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demagogical in order to stir up English public opinion, which
as a result of the bad position of the industry is greatly disturbed
as it is. Therefore we call the attention of our responsible
statesmen to this publication so that they can trouble themselves
to combat the influence of this book and remove the causes which
directly invite similar publications from our enemies.'*

The causes of my criticism have not yet been removed. The
wage rates of Polish miners have, it is true, been very, very
slightly advanced, while also there have been some attempts to
establish a European coal combine, but without success.

The Polish Government is to be congratulated, however, upon
the steps which it took during February, 1931, to curb the
cause of German complaint in Upper Silesia, Appeasement lies
along that road.

I have made the suggestion in interested quarters that a
possible solution of our own coal-mining problem with its
immense burden of unemployment, due chiefly to loss of export
trade, may be found in a bargain between the Miners' Federation
and the owners. It is an economic truth that the decrease in
working hours under the Bill of 1929 must increase the cost of
production.

No one desires that the miner shall work longer hours. .But
if the Government offered a bounty on export coal alone, and
the miners agreed to work one hour further each day, or alter-
natively special shifts were recruited to mine export coal alone ;
and if the miners agreed that the whole of the profits above
working costs derivable from export coal were handed back to
the miners as wage increase, or alternatively put into the industry
for the modernization of plant, then I veritably believe that not
only could the export market on long-term contracts be regained,
but also that hundreds of thousands of men could be brought
back again into the industry. Modernization should have as its
counterpart research and experimentation with the object of
providing power and electrical energy at pit-head, and with the
further object, at pit-head also, of extracting crude oil and the
other chemical products of coal for the use of industry.

This project has never been considered by any of the interested
parties, but seems always a solution of the present deadlock.

As the result of my examination of the German pits and of
Polish coal-mine organization, I had a scries of interviews with
the leading English owners and the chiefs of the Miners' Federa-
tion of Great Britain, What had struck me not least was that